
 
MEETING MINUTES Ð JANUARY 17, 2009 
 
Jon Gettel our chapter president called the meeting to order promptly at 3:00 pm.  The 
room was at overflow capacity with lots of new folks attending this meeting.  
 
AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Cannabis vs. Marijuana 
The terms cannabis and marijuana seem to be interchangeable and someone thoughtfully 
put up on the white board definitions. 
Cannabis ÐLatin (imperial whitey term) ÒRomanÓ 
Marijuana Ð coined by our first drug czar Harry Anslinger Jr. to associate the term with 
Òdirty lazy MexicansÓ 
When working with the ballot initiative the MPP crew want us to use the term 
Òcannabis.Ó   
 
Non-Profit Status for our chapter 
Our chapter is finally going to have 501(c)3 non-profit status.  Jon has worked hard on 
this and an interim board has been formed with members from the group at large 
appointed as various officers.  The AZ4NORML group is now ready to run with the big 
dogs.  
 
Fundraising 
Raising money for our chapter should kick into high gear now that we have non-profit 
status.  Several handcrafted items were displayed by Michelle which can be used in a 
silent auction in conjunction with the Worldwide Marijuana March.  The donation can 
was passed around and anyone making a donation at the meeting were given a nice pin 
for their generosity.  Creative ideas for raising money was briefly discussed and someone 
suggested we pick up some glass pipes when the Tucson Gem & Mineral Show is here 
and resell them to members at meetings or when we staff  various booths.      
 



    
 
Ballot initiative  and other news about legislative matters   
Andrew one of the members of MPP (Marijuana Policy Project http://www.mpp.org)  
will be coming to one of our future meetings (possibly February 21) to discuss the 2010 
ballot initiative for medical cannabis in Arizona.  Mary gave a really nice update on past 
history with Arizona voting twice on past ballot initiatives for medical marijuana but 
doctors were not allowed to write prescriptions and the rest is history.  The 2010 initiative 
will have some kind of grow your own element and MPP came help with the signature 
drive.  The usual rate of pay to gather signatures is $1.00 per signature so a possibility for 
part time jobs for people looking to supplement their income. 
                          
Mary has had some contact with new legislator Daniel Patterson who has shown interest 
in some kind of license that people would purchase which would allow them to have 
legal possession of a small amount (one ounce) of marijuana with no fear of prosecution 
or arrest.  
 
Memorial for Officer Erik Hite  
A lively discussion between several members ensued regarding making a donation for a 
paver that will be part of a memorial shelter for fallen officer Erik Hite.  It wasnÕt 
unanimous but the group decided to donate the money to purchase a paver with 
AZ4NORML.ORG on it with simple wording to show our respect and support for the 
Tucson Police Department.  Officer Hite died in the line of duty and we recognize and 
support the fine job the police due to keep our city a safe place to live. 
 
Worldwide Marijuana March (April 20, 2009)  
Mary gave a nice overview on the upcoming Worldwide Marijuana March and Michelle 
got the group up to speed on what is being planned by the 420 committee.  Since our 
March is set to be the first in the world we hope to capitalize on that and have lots of 
media attention.  Michelle is trying to secure a sister city with Kiev (Ukraine) her first 
choice and Prague being her second choice.  As the meetings are being typed up the ball 
is now in the court of Toronto to join up with us.   
 
Since we want lots of pizzazz for this big march a Sunday crafts session has been set-up 
at the Himmel Branch Library for Sunday, March 22 from 3-5 p.m.  Attending the crafts 
session will give everyone an opportunity to work on some cool props, signs, tie-dyed 



hemp socks and bookmarks.  The full minutes of the 420 committee will be provided for 
members to read the full list of what is being planned for April 20, 2009 at the 
Worldwide Marijuana March in Tucson.  A call went out for a press liaison and an 
assistant for the library crafts session and Matt Parnofiello stepped up to help as the PR 
person and Beth graciously offered to help with the library crafts program.  
 
Video Presentation 
Carl Fiske and Beth Freniere with existkind (http://www.existkind.com) gave a really 
nice video presentation on their local show that has featured several interviews with our 
fearless leader Jon Gettel.  If you go to their website youÕll see the videos streamed live 
and they are interesting and informative. 
 
Community Outreach and other Interests 
Several people brought up how our group has lots of interests and we should start doing 
community outreach to members of our community.  This is an area that should be 
explored with possible subgroups of members reaching out to these groups. 
 
Community Outreach (U of A/Pima college students, GLBT, military, disabled, law 
enforcement) 
 
Advocacy/Legislative/Lobbying 

Industrial Hemp/Growing, Seed Banks, clones 

Medical Cannabis 
 
Education/Speakers 
As an example Jon suggested we have former Graham County Sheriff Richard Mack 
(http://www.sheriffmack.com/) speak to our group about reform of our marijuana laws.   
 
Peace Fair 
Mark your calendars for the Peace Fair which is being held on February 28.  Jon and 
Mary will staff an information booth representing AZ4NORML from 10-3.  Let them 
know if you want to sign up and work a shift and help raise our profile in the community. 
 
Social Time 
Our meeting ended around 4:25 and several people were still engaged in socializing as 
we exited the meeting eating our chocolate cupcakes that Michelle had brought. 
 
Next Meeting 
ItÕs pretty easy to keep track of, just look at your calendar and the third Saturday of the 
month.  That would be Saturday, February 21 for our next meeting. 
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